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Indians, and the confiscation of their lands drove
them to desperation. In their hearts hope never
died that the French would regain their lost domin-
ion; and again and again rumors were set afloat
that this was about to happen. The belief in such
a reconquest was adroitly encouraged, too, by the
surviving French settlers and traders. In 1761
the tension among the Indians was increased by the
appearance of a "prophet" among the Dela wares,
calling on all his race to purge itself of foreign in-
fluences and to unite to drive the white man from
the land.

Protests against English encroachments were
frequent and, though respectful, none the less em-
phatic. At a conference in Philadelphia in 1761,
an Iroquois sachem declared, "We, your Brethren,
of the several Nations, are penned up like Hoggs.
There are Forts all around us, and therefore we are
apprehensive that Death is coming upon us." "We
are now left in Peace," ran a petition of some
Christian Oneidas addressed to Sir William John-
son, "and have nothing to do but to plant our
Corn, Hunt the wild Beasts, smoke our Pipes, and
mind Religion. But as these Forts, which are built
among us, disturb our Peace, and are a great hurt
to Religion, because some of our Warriors are